282           JAMES BAIRD WEAVER

present in great force, opposing the passage of
this measure with all their power. The reason
for this opposition is plain. The measure takes
from them their monopoly of the transconti-
nental carrying trade .... This canal
should be built by the Government of the United
States, and the clay will come when the wisdom
of this suggestion will be appreciated j but it is
impossible to secure such action at this time.
Let me suggest also that the day for the con-
struction of this great commercial enterprise
has arrived. If we do not authorize its con-
struction Germany or some other foreign
power will do so at once. I trust the measure
may pass, and that this great route, which
shortens our pathway to the Orient between
eight and ten thousand miles, may speedily be
constructed."224 The bill passed Congress and
was approved by the President on February 20,
1889.225

No canal has ever been constructed along this
route, and the present Panama Canal was not
begun for many years. But Weaver's predic-
tion that such a canal should be built by the
government finally came true, and is an illus-
tration of Ms keenness of vision, or rather of
his ability to see intuitively in advance of his
contemporaries: many times he somehow sensed
things that public men and business men have
only come to see much later than he did.